
The Global Church 
This global outlook newsletter serves a two-fold purpose: first, to share news from the global church 
— both good news and news of persecution — so that we at Crosspoint Church might have a global 
outlook to supplement our local outlook, and second, to join in the prayer, joy, and sorrows of our 
Christian brothers and sisters around the world. 

Country Focus: BANGLADESH 
Population: 168,957,745 (July 2015 est.) 
Religions: Muslim 89.1%, Hindu 10%, other (Buddhist, Christian etc.) 
0.9% 
The People’s Republic of Bangladesh is a parliamentary democracy 
led by President Abdul Hamid. Bangladesh gained independence 
from Pakistan in 1971 after a nine-month war, in which India backed 
the Bengali people. The tiny, densely-populated country suffers from 
extreme poverty, natural disasters (flooding and cyclones), increasing 
Islamist extremism, and political instability. Economic growth and 
reforms are slow-moving in Bangladesh, with the service and 
agriculture sectors providing the most employment and exports. In 
the past year, political feuds have caused “strikes, school closings, 
and street-protests,” which have greatly hurt the economy and 
created additional problems for the already-struggling country. 
According to the U.S. Department of State, Bangladesh has made 
societal progress by prioritizing “women’s empowerment,” which has 
resulted in increased education for women and sharp declines in 
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Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints 
and seek to show hospitality. — Romans 12:12-13
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When James Calvert went out as a missionary to the cannibals of the Fiji Islands, the ship captain tried to 
turn him back. “You will lose your life and the lives of those with you if you go among such savages, he cried. 
To that, Calvert replied, “We died before we came here.”

PROMOTING AWARENESS OF THE GLOBAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

Laily tends to her nursery that helped her 
escape poverty as part of BRAC’s poverty 
r e d u c t i o n p r o g r a m , b y A u s t r a l i a n 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade [CC 
BY 2.0] via Wikimedia
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“maternal and infant mortality.” Most interestingly, the 
small country is the “largest troop contributor to UN 
peacekeeping forces” and its people have one of the 
highest favorable view ratings of a predominantly-Muslim 
country towards the United States (76% favorable view). 

“Bangladesh is not the worst country for persecution, but it is 
definitely there and growing. I’ve seen in the last year it has 
become more violent than it was in the past.” – Corey Bailey, 
Regional Manager for South Asia at International Christian 
Concern 

Bangladesh ranks number 43 on OpenDoors’ Christian 
persecution country list. Although people of all religions 
are constitutionally protected to worship as they please 
and the country lacks “blasphemy” or “anti-conversion” 
laws, Christians still face persecution as a result of Islamic 
extremists or the government, who is sometimes 
pressured by Islamists. Converts to Christianity face high 
amounts of pressure from family, friends, neighbors, and 
local leaders – often being “forced out of business” and 
having their children be discriminated against in the 
education system. There are several recent examples of 
Christian persecution on the rise in Bangladesh: 
In October 2015, the pastor of Faith Bible Church received 
three visitors at his home, who said they were interested in 
learning about Christianity. They then seized Pastor Luke 
Sarkar and attempted to slit his throat, but family and 
neighbors forced them to flee when they heard shouts. 
Sarkar was injured and received medical attention at the 
hospital. 
Also in October 2015, a mob of 100 Muslims assaulted a 
Christian family, forced them to flee their house, and then 
took over the property. Local police were with the mob, 
and did nothing to stop the assaults and home seizure. 
In November, four Christian families were almost burned 
alive in their homes by a group of Muslim youths, but 
managed to escape with the help of their neighbors. 
In late November, ten Christian church leaders received 
death threats saying they “must leave this world one by 
one.” 

PERSECUTION NEWS 
IRAN: Christians Arrested on Christmas 
Nine Christians at a house church in Shiraz 
were arrested on Christmas day by “plain-
clothes agents” of Iran’s Ministry of 
Intelligence and Security. The armed 
government agents ransacked the house 
church, “confiscated personal items,” and 
detained the nine Christians. 
PHILIPPINES: Two Missionaries Killed 
According to Christian Aid 
Mission, indigenous 
missionary Feliciano 
Lasawang (aka Pastor Cris) 
and his 24-year-old-son 
were gunned down while 
bathing in the Culaman 
River, which they use to 
conduct baptisms. The 
gunmen are suspected of 
being “members of a death squad of the 
Communist Party of the Philippines.” Pastor 

Cris and his son had 
planted a church, 
discipled evangelists 
to send to remote 
regions, and led “food 
and medical relief 
efforts.” The pastor is 
survived by his wife 

and seven other 
children. The Lasawang’s were focused on 
sharing the gospel with Muslim tribes - facing 
both Islamic extremists and Communist 
militants. Their ministry director said, “We hate 
communism, but we love the communists, just 
like we love the Muslims but hate 
Mohammedanism. Jesus did not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance. We 
will continue to proclaim the gospel and build 
biblically sound churches anywhere the Holy 
Spirit of God leads us.” 
SUDAN: Christians Detained 
According to International Christian Concern, 
several pastors and congregants were recently 
detained after churches were demolished or 
burned down in an attempt to expand Islamic 
rule.
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Global Journal 
Jon Mitchell, January 2, 2016 

In the first entry for the Global Journal of our newsletter, I’d like 
to briefly write about my hopes for this publication, as well as 
offer encouragement in these current times of fear and anxiety. 
My passion and work on international affairs drove me to launch 
this newsletter at Crosspoint Church, in order to promote 
awareness of the joy and sufferings of our brothers and sisters 
around the world. With busy schedules and constant 
distractions, we tend to forget our membership in the global 
church of Christ, where Christians around the world work and 
suffer to advance His kingdom. I hope that this newsletter helps 
you to gain insight into countries where Christians are 
persecuted, as well as provides you with specific situations 
affecting our global body in which we can rejoice or pray 
earnestly. 
My degree and work focus on the Middle East region, where 
great persecution takes place and where organizations such as 
the Islamic State threaten innocent lives, and even our own 
country. In this current time where we constantly hear of terrorist 
threats and war, it is easy to capitulate to fear and anxiety. 
Especially in areas in and around Islamic State territory, it 
sometimes appears that all hope is lost. In response, I’d like to 
share this quote by David Platt, “The gates of hell cannot stop 
the advancement of God’s kingdom.” No matter how dark the 
world appears, God’s kingdom advances — sometimes in ways 
that we cannot see. And we as Christians are used by God 
Almighty to advance His kingdom and His glory, so what have 
we to fear? 
In his second letter to the church of Corinth, Paul says,  
“For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of the affliction 
we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond 
our strength that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt that 
we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make us 
rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. He 
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On 
him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again. You also 
must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our 
behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many.” 
2 Corinthians 1:8-11 
In times of fear, persecution and utter despair of life itself, we 
must remember not to rely on ourselves or the government to 
deliver us, but rather, set our hopes on our global God who 
raises the dead and defeated death itself. And just as important, 
we must continually be in prayer for those around the world who 
face persecution and death for the Gospel. 

If you have a heart for Christian persecution, have previously 
served on the mission field, are about to leave for missions, or 
have recently returned from a missions trip and are interested in 
writing an entry for the Global Outlook journal section, please 
email jbmitchell1212@gmail.com.

NEWS OF HOPE 
IRAN: Iranian Pastor Released 
According to Mission Network News, 
Iranian Pastor Fashid Fathi has been 
released from Rajaei-Shahr prison after a 
five year imprisonment. He was 
imprisoned for “action against the 
regime’s security, being in contact with 
foreign organizations, and religious 
propaganda” - crimes that earned Fathi a 
prison sentence that should have lasted 
until December 2017, meaning he was 
released a year early. 
KENYA: Muslims Protect Christians from 
Terrorists 
Al-Shabaab militants recently stormed a 
Kenyan bus and attempted to sort out the 
passengers by religious affiliation - 
essentially sorting the Christians into a 
separate group to be executed. However, 
the Muslim bus passengers selflessly 
refused to cooperate with the Muslim 
militants, and distributed some of their 
Islamic clothing to the Christian 
passengers in order to confuse the 
terrorists and protect the Christian 
identities. The militants finally grew 
frustrated and left, but only after 
threatening to shoot all the passengers. 
Even with “facing certain death,” the 
Muslim passengers protected our 
Christian brothers and sisters in Kenya. 
LIBYA: Celebrating Christmas 
This Christmas, Christians in the Libyan 
capital of Tripoli - mainly comprised of 
foreign workers - were able to peacefully 
celebrate the birth of Christ at Saint 
Francis Church (one of the few Christian 
churches left open in Tripoli). Despite the 
threat of militias and jihadists in and 
around Tripoli, the Christian congregants 
celebrated with candles, Christmas hymns, 
fellowship, and Bible class for the children. 
A cleaner named Rebecca says “We pray 
for Libya every week at church. We pray 
that this country finds peace.”
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