
The Global Church 
This global outlook newsletter serves a two-fold purpose: first, to share news from the global church 
— both good news and news of persecution — so that we at Crosspoint Church might have a global 
outlook to supplement our local outlook, and second, to join in the prayer, joy, and sorrows of our 
Christian brothers and sisters around the world. 

Country Focus: NIGERIA 
Population: 181,562,056 (July 2015 est.) 
Religions: Muslim 50%, Christian 40%, indigenous beliefs 10% 
The Federal Republic of Nigeria is led by President Muhammad 
Buhari and is the most populated African country. The large oil 
producing country is almost evenly split between Christians and 
Muslims, with Muslims primarily living in the North and Christians 
primarily living in the South. Nigeria currently faces economic 
hardship, societal divisions along “ethnic and religious lines,” the 
persistent threat of the Boko Haram terrorist and insurgency threat, and mass corruption (one of the 
most corrupt countries in Africa). Boko Haram is an Islamic extremist group that began its insurgency 
in 2009 and primarily operates in northeastern Nigeria. They exploit the high unemployment and 
poverty rates by promoting radical Islam as the solution. Boko Haram utilize brutal terror tactics - 
primarily suicide bombings and mass shootings - to kill Muslim and Christian civilians, as well as to 
target Nigerian military personnel; however, they gained notoriety in the West when Boko Haram 
militants kidnapped 276 girls from their dorms. The insurgency has resulted in thousands killed and 
“more than two million people displaced by the campaign.” According to the 2015 Global Terrorism 
Index Report, Boko Haram was “the world’s deadliest terrorist group in 2014 killing 6,118 people in 
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Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints 
and seek to show hospitality. — Romans 12:12-13
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“The church is the church only when it exists for others…The church must share in the secular problems of 
ordinary human life, not dominating, but helping and serving.”                                                                                   

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer; words written in prison in 1944
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Nigeria through terrorist attacks” with an average of 15 
Nigerians killed per attack. Boko Haram is also the 
largest affiliate of the Islamic State. 

Nigeria ranks #12 on Open Doors’ World Watch List for 
Christian persecution, with thousands of Nigerian 
Christians killed or displaced by Boko Haram. 
According to its 2015 World Watch List report, “4,344 
Christians were killed and 1,062 Christian churches 
attacked from Nov. 1, 2013 until Oct. 31, 2014.” The 
alliances between radical Islamic organizations, such 
as al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb, Boko Haram, and 
the Islamic State, pose a serious threat to Christians in 
North and West Africa. 

“There was the Christian father I spoke to from his hospital 
bed, where he was still recovering from a Boko Haram 

ambush in his village months ago. When armed jihadists 
demanded he convert to Islam from Christianity, the 

Christian answered, ‘God forbid.’ The attackers fatally shot 
his wife, and nearly killed him with a machete. He survives 
with a missing right arm, a severely wounded left arm, and 

five motherless children.” – Jamie Dean, World Mag 

More detailed information on the persecution of 
Nigerian Christians can be found in this World Watch 
Monitor report. 

PERSECUTION NEWS 
PHILIPPINES: Filipino Christians Persecuted 
A church in the Philippines was burned down on 
Christmas Eve after a firecracker was thrown on 
the roof, where the flammable building material 
caught fire. Shortly after, one of the church 
workers was murdered, possibly by a Muslim 
relative, in retaliation for the worker's conversion 
to Christianity from Islam. The worker used to 
persecute Christians before converting, but 
became a "bold witness" after converting, which 
angered the local Muslim population.  
BURKINA FASO: Missionaries Killed in Terrorist 
Attack 
A brutal attack by al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 
(AQIM) on a hotel in Burkina Faso left around 30 
people dead, including 6 Canadians on a missions 
trip and a U.S. missionary. The missionary, Michael 
Riddering, ran an organization called Sheltering 
Wings, which provides care for "about 400 
orphaned children" and "disenfranchised 
widows." Please pray for his wife, two grown 
daughters, and two adopted children. 

CHINA: House Church Faces Closure 
A small house church in the Sichuan province 
faces a shutdown by the Chinese Communist Party 
for not complying with the church law. The law 
states that churches with 50 or more congregants 
must register, although the house church does not 
appear to be breaking the law. The church is 
attempting to make a legal case to the 
government in order to remain open.

Mourners at Michael’s 
burial, via Facebook
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Incidents of battles, remote violence, and violence against civilians in Nigeria from 
2014-2015. Data & dynamic map by the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data 
[ACLED] Project.
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Global Journal 
Jon Mitchell, January 28, 2016 

Innovation and technology are wonderful things, and when 
paired with the Gospel, can often spread quicker and to more 
places than was once possible. Two tools of merged innovation, 
technology, and Gospel are deployed and at work around the 
world. Frontiers is a Christian organization that seeks to reach 
the “1108 Muslim people groups who don’t know Jesus Christ.” 
Through various social media platforms (Twitter, Facebook, 
YouTube, WhatsApp), they are engaging thousands of Muslims 
with the truth of the Gospel. One of Frontiers’ team leaders in 
the Middle East says this, 
A number of countries in the region are not accessible due to 
political situations and war, but social media is providing a way 
for us to connect with people in those countries…We approach 
Muslims where they are at — and many of them are online. This 
week my local friend Hamoud, a follower of Jesus, and I posted 
to over 250,000 potential Muslim readers in Facebook groups 
about life with Jesus. We had a plethora of responses. Many said, 
“This is new!” A few asked, “How do we follow Jesus? Where can 
we see His teaching?”  
Meanwhile, World Mission 
and Sunset International Bible 
Institute (SIBI) are utilizing a 
d i f f e r e n t t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
innovation for world missions: 
solar-powered audio Bibles. 
SIBI’s audio Bible unit contains 
the whole Bible, “320+ hours 
of in-depth Bible study,” Bible 
lessons, and recorded hymns. They have so far delivered 4,000 
audio Bibles to Ghana, Liberia, Zimbabwe, Nigeria, Kenya, South 
Sudan, and Ethiopia. Citing the illiterate 774 million adults in the 
world, as well as the remote locations of 1.5 billion people that 
lack electricity, SIBI has provided a solar-powered audio tool in 
multiple languages to reach many. World Mission’s unit is called 
The Treasure, which has over 400 hours of audio content and 
can be used in any climate or conditions. According to World 
Mission’s site, as many as 2,000 people can hear the Gospel 
through each Treasure unit, since units are used over and over 
again as users share it with others in their villages. 
“And he said to them, ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the 
gospel to the whole creation.’” Mark 16:15 (ESV) 
With social media, the Kingdom of God penetrates the hard-to-
reach areas while solar-powered audio Bibles help spread the 
Gospel even quicker from village to village and city to city. The 
digital proclamation of Jesus Christ is surging. 
If you have a heart for Christian persecution, have previously 
served on the mission field, are about to leave for missions, or 
have recently returned from a missions trip and are interested in 
writing an entry for the Global Outlook journal section, please 
email jbmitchell1212@gmail.com.

NEWS OF HOPE 
IRAN: Iranian Pastor Released 
According to International Christian 
Concern, the Iranian government freed 
Christian pastor Saeed Abedini in January, 
who was arrested in 2012 for "attempting 
to undermine the Iranian government," 
"attempting to sway Iranian youth away 
from Islam," and "creating house 
churches." Abedini endured torture and 
imprisonment for years, which will require 
a long recovery both physically and 
psychologically.   

BURMA: Gospel Advancing in Burma 
Despite a rigorous religious conversion 
law and the recently-passed law that "the 
government must approve all religious 
conversations," the Gospel is advancing 
quickly in Burma. An indigenous ministry 
leader says they have made progress with 
minority groups and tribal groups, who 
are beginning to accept the Gospel. 
Animism (belief that natural objects 
posses a soul or spirit) is strong in parts of 
Burma, but some have begun to turn to 
Christianity. The evangelist travels to 
remote villages in Burma, and has planted 
seven churches so far. His ministry helps to 
provide aid and cares for 64 orphans while 
ministering to the Burmese people.

Pastor Saeed and his family, via The 
Gospel Herald Ministries

Burmese house church, via 
Christian Aid Mission

SIBI solar-powered audio Bible
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