
The Global Church 
This global outlook newsletter serves a two-fold purpose: first, to share news from the global church 
— both good news and news of persecution — so that we at Crosspoint Church might have a global 
outlook to supplement our local outlook, and second, to join in the prayer, joy, and sorrows of our 
Christian brothers and sisters around the world. 

Country Focus: YEMEN 
Population: 26,737,317 (July 2015 est.) 
Religions: Muslim 99.1%, Christian/Jewish/Hindu 0.9% 
The Republic of Yemen borders Saudi Arabia, Oman 
and the Gulf of Aden. The modern state of Yemen came 
into existence when North Yemen and South Yemen 
merged in 1990. Like other Middle Eastern countries, 
tribalism plays a vital role. Overthrown President Abd 
Rabuh Mansur Hadi i s s t i l l cons idered the 
internationally recognized leader of Yemen, but the 
country is wracked by civil war between Hadi’s 
government and its supporters, and the Houthis, which 
are loyal to Yemen’s former president Ali Abdullah 
Saleh. The civil war has been further complicated by intervention; the Houthis are backed by 
Iran, while Hadi’s supporters are backed by Saudi Arabia and its military coalition of the 
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait, Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Qatar, Senegal, and Sudan. 
According to The Guardian, 2.4 million Yemenis have been displaced, nearly 3,000 civilians 
have been killed, and an estimated “80% of the population needs humanitarian assistance.” 

Old town Sanaa, Yemen by Richard Messenger [CC BY-NC 2.0]  via Flickr

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints 
and seek to show hospitality. — Romans 12:12-13
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“I cared not where or how I lived, or what hardships I went through, so that I could but gain souls to Christ.”  
- David Brainerd
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Furthermore, “almost half of the 
population is food insecure,” 
according to OpenDoors USA. 
Al-Qaeda has a strong presence 
in Yemen (the affiliate is called Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula), 
b u t t h e I s l a m i c S t a t e h a s 
struggled to gain a significant 
foothold in the war-torn country. 
According to CountryWatch, 
Yemen’s economy is based on oil 
production, but is plagued by 

“rapid population growth, poor 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e a n d w e a k 

institutional capacity,” which makes Yemen “the Arab world’s 
poorest country.” 

Yemen ranks #11 on OpenDoors’ world watch list, and only a 
few thousand Christians exist within Yemen’s population of 
26 million. Church buildings are prohibited in Northern 
Yemen and Muslims that convert to Christianity face the 
death penalty, banishment, or “honour killing from their 
tribe.” Yemeni Christians that openly confess their belief in 
Christ have faced extreme persecution. For example, a 
Yemeni Christian convert was gunned down by an Al-Qaeda 
militant in September 2015, and another convert was shot to 
death in his house in early October 2015. As discussed in 
the persecution news section, sixteen Christian workers and 
missionaries were killed this last month in Aden, Yemen at 
the Christian care home in which they worked.  

PERSECUTION NEWS 
MIDDLE EAST: Wycliffe Translators Killed 

Four first-generation indigenous Christians 
working as Wycliffe translators were shot 
and beaten to death at their workplace. The 
fifth translator was saved when two of the 
others covered him with their bodies as they 
were beaten to death. The gunmen 
destroyed the Wycliffe translators’ 
equipment, books, and translation materials, 
but the partially completed digital 
translations were safe from harm, which will 
allow the translation work to continue. 

YEMEN: Christian Care Home Attacked 

At least sixteen people were killed on March 
4th when gunmen attacked a Christian care 
home in Aden, Yemen. The home cares for 
elderly and disabled residents as a Christian 
charity group. Rwandan, Indian, and Kenyan 
missionaries were among the victims, and 
an Indian pastor is still missing. 

PAKISTAN: Christians Targeted in Bombing 

The Jamaal Ul-Ahrar group (an ISIS affiliate 
that broke away from the Pakistani Taliban) 
claimed credit for a suicide bombing in 
Lahore, Pakistan that killed at least 70 and 
wounded over 300, according to 
International Christian Concern. The 
bombing intentionally targeted Christians 
celebrating Easter. Peter Jacob, the 
Executive Director of the Center for Social 
Justice says “the Christian community is the 
victim of a gory power conflict” in Pakistan.   

BANGLADESH: Christian Murdered by 
Extremists 

Hossain Ali, a 68-year-old who converted to 
Christianity from Islam in 1999, was hacked 
to death and had his throat slit in Kurigram, 
Bangladesh as he took his morning walk. 
Authorities suspect that Islamic militants are 
responsible for the murder.

Air strike in Sanaa, Yemen by Ibrahem 
Qasim [CC BY-SA 4.0]  via Wikimedia 
Commons

“The government says there is religious freedom, but that is not 
true. Christians are routinely harassed. They face daily struggle 
and persecution, first from their family members; then from the 

government.”  - Sam, a Yemeni Christian
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Global Journal 
Jennifer Farney, April 1, 2016 

God led my family and I to CrossPoint Altavista in January 2015 as an 
answer to prayer, but the events leading up to this divine moment in 
time is what makes me stand in awe of our Creator GOD. I grew up in 
this local community and in the local church as well, but lived a 
rebellious and reckless lifestyle until August 1997, when I allowed Jesus 
to rescue me from my sinful nature and a path to Hell and separation 
from GOD. It was at that same time that GOD placed a passion in my 
heart….a passion to serve people groups in various cultures around the 
world. I did not know what that looked like, but I pursued it 
wholeheartedly. GOD opened many doors for me to use my nursing 
skills along with a love to share Jesus in Central America, Russia, and 
China. GOD also led our family out of our local church in 2005 and 
directed our path towards Lynchburg Heritage Baptist Church for 5 
years, and then Blue Ridge Community Church for 5 years — all while 
we still lived in the Altavista community.  

During those 10 years, our family experienced in-depth bible teaching 
along with being mentored by strong Christian families. We served 
alongside many cross cultural missionaries and were trained to be 
missions mobilizers. We experienced true biblical community and 
biblical leadership. We experienced — on short term levels — ministry in 
North Africa, Mexico, Nepal and Indonesia.  More importantly is that 
GOD was teaching us what worship looks like in various cultures and 
that we are not to take the American church to the world, but the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to the world and allow HIM to transform lives 
among the nations. 

Personally, GOD was teaching me to trust HIM in some very difficult and 
harsh situations at home and during my travels. A prominent theme was 
to teach and equip other cultures to reach their own people for Jesus 
and the Kingdom of GOD. The power of prayer was quite evident and 
their prayer culture was much stronger than what I experienced here in 
America. As a matter of fact, it was easier to serve and share the gospel 
overseas because they were hungry for it. There is a revival in the 
global church, especially among the Muslim people groups in the 
Middle East. There is a revival among the persecuted church and they 
truly count the cost every day for following Jesus. I developed a burden 
for my local community and it was in this past year that GOD said 
“reach your own people.” My husband and I knew we could not reach 
our community effectively if we were not part of a local, healthy body of 
Christ. GOD then led us to CrossPoint Altavista to be a part of the core 
group that started up the church plant in March 2015. We are excited to 
see Jesus build HIS church and that we can be a part of building a 
discipling culture, a prayer culture and a missions movement in our 
community. GOD is at work and we must be seeking the Kingdom of 
GOD and join HIM in making an impact locally, in our nation and 
globally.

NEWS OF HOPE 
GREECE: Refugees Receive Christ 

The refugee crisis has brought 
multitudes of Middle Eastern people 
out of dangerous countries towards 
Europe. Although there are many 
political and security concerns, the 
refugee crisis has positively impacted 
missions work, by allowing the gospel 
to be shared with refugees from areas 
that are inaccessible due to conflict and 
the Islamic State. For example, the 
Greek island of Lesvos is one of the 
arrival locations for the mass of refugees 
heading towards Europe. An Operation 
Mobilization leader in Greece shared a 
story of another Christian organization 
leaving their stockpile of Arabic, Farsi, 
and Dari translated Bibles at a church 
on Lesvos. The church members then 
offered the Bibles to many of the 100 
refugees that passed through their 
doors for food. Later on, one of the 
refugees that passed through Lesvos 
met with another Christian volunteer 
near the Macedonian border. He told 
her that he had read the Bible while 
traveling and embraced the Gospel. 
Another refugee, who was a Christian 
pastor, won a fellow Iranian refugee to 
Christ on their travels from Lesvos to 
Austria. 

CHINA: Christian Lawyer Released 
from Detention 

Zhang Kai, a lawyer, was recently 
released from seven months in 
detention after defending Chinese 
churches from the government’s 
campaign to tear down crosses and 
religious buildings, which potentially 
affected “more than 1,200 churches.” 
Kai reportedly defended 100 Chinese 
churches from government actions.
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