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Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints
and seek to show hospitality. — Romans 12:12-13

The Global Church
This global outlook newsletter serves a two-fold purpose: first, to share news from the global church
— both good news and news of persecution — so that we at Crosspoint Church might have a global
outlook to supplement our local outlook, and second, to join in the prayer, joy, and sorrows of our
Christian brothers and sisters around the world.

“Missions is not the ‘ministry of choice’ for a few hyperactive Christians in the church.
Missions is the purpose of the church.” — Unknown

Country Focus: TURKEY
Population: 79,414,269 (July 2015 est.)
Religions: Muslim 99.8%, Other/Christian/Jewish 0.2%
Turkey is a parliamentary republic that lies at the crossroads
of Asia and Europe. Once the heart of the Ottoman Empire,
Turkey is now a regional power and NATO member. Its
population is composed of 70-75% Turkish ethnic groups,
with the largest minority being the Kurdish people at 18%
of the population. Turkey’s economy is primarily modern
industry, commerce, and agriculture. At this point in time,
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Turkey is experiencing many spill-over effects of the Middle
East’s issues, including Islamic State threats from Syria and Iraq, a Kurdish insurgency, and the mass of refugees
that pass through its borders. In addition to external spill-over effects, Turkey is also dealing with domestic
issues. Tensions exist between the Justice and Development Party — which is suspected of having Islamist roots
— and the Turkish military, which wants to protect modern secularism.
The Kurds are an important element of Turkey’s current issues. Kurdish movements began in 1978 with the
primary goal of establishing an independent Kurdish state. The Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in particular has
created problems for Turkey by using terrorism methods in its insurgency. The PKK recently announced its
intention to escalate its fight against the Turkish state “until the Kurds’ innate rights are accepted.” Conflict

between Kurdish fighters and the Turkish military has already
escalated with PKK attacks on Turkish security forces and Turkish
retaliatory attacks on PKK targets. According to the International
Crisis Group, over 340 Turkish security personnel, 300 Kurdish
fighters, and over 200 civilians have been killed in recent attacks.

PERSECUTION NEWS
BANGLADESH: Christian Home Bombed
by Muslim Attackers
Suspected Muslims threw homemade
bombs at the home of a Christian family last
week in Chuadanga, Bangladesh. Two
Christians were wounded as religiouslymotivated attacks in Bangladesh rapidly
increase.
JAMAICA: Two Missionaries Killed
Two U.S. missionaries working for Teams for
Medical Missions were recently killed in a
rural area of Jamaica. Randy Hentzel and

A police car bombing claimed by PKK, posted on AJENews Twitter page.

Harold Nichols were riding on motorbikes
on their way to a ministry site when they

Turkey ranks #45 on OpenDoors World Watch List, with
approximately 219,000 Christians in a population of 79 million.
The Turkish government promotes an illusion of religious freedom;
it claims religious freedom for its citizens, but it actually “denies full
legal recognition to religious minorities” (including Christians).
Conversion is technically legal, but converts have sometimes been
charged under other laws. The biggest threat of Christian
persecution in Turkey is Islamic extremism. Believers that
converted from Islam face the most pressure and threats. Turkish
nationalism combined with Islamic extremism puts increased
pressure on the Christian communities in the country. According to
Voice of the Martyrs, Christians in Turkey often face discrimination,
personal attacks, and attacks on their churches.

were attacked. Their bodies were found in
separate areas, and the motives for the
killings are unknown.
INDIA: Disguised Radicals Attack a Pastor
and Pregnant Wife
Two Hindu radicals entered a church in
Karanji Matagudi disguised as Christians
who wanted to pray. After they entered the
church, the radicals used bladed weapons
to attack Pastor Deenbandhu Sameli and his
pregnant wife. They also burned church
furniture and materials before fleeing.
According to the president of Chhattisgarh
Christian Forum, the attackers attempted to
burn the victims with gasoline and fire, but
eventually had to flee.
CHINA: House Church Pastor and Wife
Buried Alive Protesting Church Demolition
Li Jiangong and his wife, Ding Cuimei, were
protesting the demolition of their church by
standing in front of the bulldozer. The
bulldozer crew pushed them into the pit and
promptly began burying the couple alive.
The church leader was able to escape, but
his wife suffocated to death. The demolition
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crew members responsible for the act were
reportedly arrested by Chinese authorities.

NEWS OF HOPE
PAKISTAN: Pakistani Christians
Minister to Muslim Survivors
Hundreds of Pakistani Muslims and
Christians were wounded when a
suicide bomber detonated at a park in
Lahore on Easter Sunday — killing 74.
With over 150 Muslims and 50
Christians still in the hospital,
indigenous Christian ministries are
consoling the wounded — both Muslim
and Christian — and trying to help
mitigate the medical bills. Their hope is
to build relationships and show love to
their Muslim neighbors.
MIDDLE EAST: Muslim Planning to Kill
Christians Converts to Christianity after
Vision of Jesus
Al-Rashid was the leader of an Islamic
group that was planning to force a
recently-converted Christian pastor
back to the Islamic faith, in addition to
killing his family. After several failed
attempts to kill the family and after
seeing what appeared to be the hand of
God (click the link for the full story), AlRashid had a dream where Jesus talked
to him. After the dream, Al-Rashid
became a believer and is now an
evangelist and Bible distributor in the
Middle East.
INDIA: Gospel Expands in India
Despite Persecution
Kandhamal District in eastern India was,
until recently, a hotspot for Christian
persecution by Hindu radicals. Over the
last few years, Hindus wounded
thousands of Christians and destroyed
hundreds of churches - forcing
Christians to flee to the jungles. These
jungles in Kandhamal are now the
location of large ministry events that
reach thousands of Hindus and tribal
animists.

Global Journal
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CrossPoint is currently teaching and preaching a sermon series from
the book of Luke. Just this past week, Pastor John and Pastor Stephen
preached the very words that Jesus said to Peter, James and John,
“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” If you have been
around CrossPoint for any length of time, you may be familiar with the
language (followers of Jesus, Jesus centered disciples), but Jesus also
teaches in Luke 14 that to follow Him one must count the cost. What has
following Jesus cost you personally in your own life?
For those who claim Jesus as their Savior in other countries, and
especially in the Muslim world, it costs them everything. You are
bombarded on the news about the wars that are raging in the Middle
East — in particular, Syria and Iraq — and the many refugees flooding
other countries to escape the atrocities and horrific lifestyles they
currently live. But the news certainly will not report the stories that are
in the CP newsletter. Open Doors has served the persecuted church
worldwide for many years and I trust you will be encouraged, your faith
strengthened, and your witness more bold as you read accounts from
these Muslim-background believers.
*Names have been changed to protect their identities.*
Open Doors reports that Muslims in the Middle East are turning to
Jesus in unprecedented numbers. Before the war, it was rare that a
Muslim would become a follower of Jesus Christ. The war has changed
everything. Doubt is many times the key to start a change. Open Doors
personnel met with Amir*, Rasha* and their two children. As Rasha
holds her sleeping five month old daughter, Christina, she shares
“When I was eight months pregnant I was sleeping and all of a sudden I
saw Jesus Christ in white. He said ‘I am Christ. You will have a beautiful
daughter.’ A month later we received our beautiful daughter.” At about
the same time, her husband Amir had a dream too. Amir says, “I saw
Jesus Christ. He was dressed in white. He said to me ‘I am your Savior.
You will follow me.’” Both Amir and Rasha made bold decisions to leave
their Islamic faith and customs and decided to follow Jesus. Amir states,
“Our clan is very big and we are afraid they will kill us but we know we
have eternal life and He protects us. God is with us.”
Pastors in the Middle East also report to Open Doors that the Christian
church is growing dramatically — services are packed and house
churches are on the rise. Refugees come not to receive a food package
but to be “comforted.” Many testify “We thank God for the war in Syria;
it brought us to Jesus. We need constant prayers from our brothers and
sisters around the world.” Pray for the Persecuted.
“And all that will live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”
2 Timothy 3:12

