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Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints
and seek to show hospitality. — Romans 12:12-13

The Global Church
This global outlook newsletter serves a two-fold purpose: first, to share news from the global church
— both good news and news of persecution — so that we at Crosspoint Church might have a global
outlook to supplement our local outlook, and second, to join in the prayer, joy, and sorrows of our
Christian brothers and sisters around the world.

“Let my heart be broken with the things that break God’s heart.” — Bob Pierce, World Vision founder

Country Focus: MALDIVES
Population: 393,253 (July 2015 est.)
Religions: Muslim 100% (officially, there are no
Christians)
Maldives is a group of approximately 1,200 islands in the
Indian Ocean. The presidential republic of 393,000 people
is led by President Abdulla Yameen and is officially an
entirely Muslim country. Maldives is perhaps best known for
its sandy, clean beaches and resorts, which attract a million
tourists every year. Tourism accounts for 30% of the
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country’s GDP, making tourism its largest industry. Fishing
accounts for Maldives’ second largest industry. Despite the
thriving tourism and fishing industries, many Maldivians are poor.
The Westernized resorts and fundamentalist Islam in Maldives is an interesting dichotomy. However, it does not
favor Christianity in any way. According to OpenDoors UK, there is officially not a single Maldivian Christian in
the country. Being a Maldivian citizen is equated to being a Muslim, thus, a Maldivian who leaves the Islamic
faith will lose their citizenship. Sharing any non-Islamic religion is illegal and punishable by imprisonment.
Churches are illegal, and owning a Bible is “punishable by death.” According to The Guardian, the Christian
population in Maldives numbers in the dozens — out of a population of 393,000. This statistic led VOM Canada

to label Maldives “one of the least evangelized countries in the
world.” Even Christian migrants and tourists cannot openly
practice their faith in the country. Islamic dominance is so strong,
that foreigners can only travel to Maldives for short visits, in order
to “minimize outside influence” on Maldivians.

PERSECUTION NEWS
NIGER: Christian Killed, Church Burned
On May 29th, Methodus Chimaije
Emmanuel — a believer — was killed by a
Muslim mob for posting “blasphemous”
comments about the Prophet Mohammed
on his social media accounts. After killing
Methodus, the mob burned down a church,
a house, and a shop. The Nigerian Army
stepped in to restore order by imposing a
curfew and conducting patrols. According
to the Assistant Director of Army Public
Relations, some suspects were arrested by
police.
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Global Journal
Jon Mitchell, June 1, 2016
Christians are sharing the Gospel all throughout the earth, some in
very dangerous areas. Whether sharing Christ as a Christian
expatriate in another country, or as an indigenous believer, there is
always some element of risk. When facing a risk assessment on
taking the Gospel to a more dangerous place (whether in areas of
conflict, disease, hostile people groups, or high crime rates), there
may be a tendency to use any potential danger as a reason to live
skeptically and remain in a comfort zone. However, the Great
Commission does not call believers to share the Gospel to all
nations *provided that those areas are on the right side of a risk
assessment. Although there is clearly a need to operate safely in
those countries — for example, don’t walk into the Islamic State
capital and expect to start a Bible study — the Gospel is bold and
sometimes might go against the secular world’s version of risk
management. Why is that? Because we as believers have a
message that is worth the risk, and sometimes even our lives, to
share with lost souls around the world.
One of my favorite quotes is by Jeremy Courtney, the co-founder
and executive director of the Preemptive Love Coalition. He says,
“If we live skeptically and only by the principles of riskmanagement, I fear we’ll miss the opportunity to remake the world
around us.” In the same way, if Christians live only on the safe side
of risk assessment, we’ll never make disciples of all nations. For
example, Jim Elliott, Nate Saint, and a few others were killed by
Aucus tribesmen in 1956 while trying to establish contact with the
unreached people group. They attempted to reach this tribe with

UGANDA: Muslim Man Kills Wife for
Converting to Christianity
Awali Kakaire began to suspect that his wife,
Mariam Nakirya, had converted to
Christianity. After Mariam refused to join her
husband for Islamic prayers on the morning
of May 8th, Awali strangled her and then
abandoned his children in a ditch as he fled
town. As he was caught, he shouted “My
family has no respect for Islam.”
VIETNAM: Pastor and New Believer Killed
According to International Christian
Concern, Pastor Dang Ba Nham, his wife, a
church elder, and a new believer were
praying on the curb in front of the new
convert’s house when a “large pickup truck”
drove through oncoming traffic and hit the
praying group. Pastor Nham was dragged
by the vehicle for 15 meters and died
almost instantly. The new believer died the
following day from injuries, while Pastor
Nham’s wife and the church elder were
taken to hospitals for serious surgeries.
People in the area do not believe it was an
accident at all, considering the trajectory of
the vehicle and the fact that “staged
accidents” are often used by Vietnamese
authorities to get rid of people they have
issue with. Pastor Nham had also recently
been warned to stop sharing the gospel.

NEWS OF HOPE
SAUDI ARABIA: Muslims Convert to
Christianity Despite Persecution
Despite severe persecution under Saudi
Arabia’s Sharia law system, Saudi
Muslims are turning to the Gospel. One
recent convert (who is now a secret
believer) learned about the Bible
through an “online discipleship course.”
After traveling to another Middle
Eastern country to meet with other
Christians and attend a church service,
he returned to Saudi Arabia with a Bible
and continues to be discipled online.
KOREAS: Broadcasting the Gospel
into North Korea
Kim Chung-seong is a North Korean
defector turned Christian missionary.
Every day at 1am in a South Korean
radio station, Kim broadcasts gospel
music, news, and the gospel into the
isolated country of North Korea. Many
North Korean listeners have to listen to
“illegal” radio stations under blankets
with smuggled or “illegally altered
North Korean sets.”
EGYPT: Government Discussing
Church-Building Restrictions
Egypt’s House of Representatives was
recently presented a draft law that
would address current problems facing
Christian church builders. The law will
be discussed within the next few weeks.
Building new churches or even
renovating the older ones are
“restricted” and “hardly permitted.” As a
result of the heavy restrictions, Egyptian
Christians have been forced to
congregate in their basements or by
establishing a non-governmental
organization (NGO) and using the NGO
site for a place of worship. Hopefully,
this proposed law will be passed and
ease restrictions on church-building.

the Gospel, despite the tribe’s reputation for “unprovoked killing
sprees.” Although their husbands were killed by the Aucus tribe,
Elisabeth Elliott and Rachel Saint peacefully made contact with the
group and lived among them for years to share the Gospel. Many of
the Aucus people became believers, including several of the tribesmen
that killed the original missionaries. Reaching the Aucus tribe with
Christ outweighed the risk of Elisabeth’s and Rachel’s lives, even
though their husbands had already died trying to reach them.
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven
to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For we who live are
always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus
also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.
2 Corinthians 4:8-11

