CROSSPOINT CHURCH
JULY 2016

GLOBAL OUTLOOK

This Global Outlook Newsletter serves a two-fold purpose: first, to share news from the global church — both good
news and news of persecution — so that we at Crosspoint Church might have a global outlook to supplement our local
outlook, and second, to join in the prayer, joy, and sorrows of our Christian brothers and sisters around the world.

THE REFUGEE CRISIS: IRAQ

HOLY WAR (JIHAD): THE CHRISTIAN GENOCIDE

IRAQI REFUGEE CHILDREN | Christian Freedom International

 ISIS HAS

EXECUTED
OVER 11,000 MEN,
WOMEN AND
CHILDREN AND
DECLARES THEIR
INTENTION IS TO
EXTERMINATE
THE ENTIRE
POPULATION
OF CHRISTIANS
AROUND THE
WORLD.

Genocide: The
deliberate killing and
destruction of an entire
race, people group or
religion.
ISIS (the Islamic State
terrorists) have declared
war on the Christians of
Iraq, the oldest known
Christian nation, and
Iraqi Christians have
diminished from 2 million
in the 1990’s to only

200,000 in 2013. As the
terrorists storm the villages
an ultimatum is given:
Convert to Islam or die!
Many Iraqi Christians
flee their homes and live
as refugees in unsafe
camps under poor living
conditions. Many who
have fled live as refugees
in the northern region of
Iraq under the protection
of the Kurds. Many
believers are praying to

be reunited with friends
and family members they
have lost touch with after
fleeing their homes.
Despite the danger
and persecution, many
Christians have chosen
to remain in their villages
and pray fervently for
the day their families can
return to the place they
have called home all
their lives.

“Remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison,
and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.” Hebrews 13:3
SOURCE: CHRISTIAN FREEDOM INTERNATIONAL 2016 | WWW.CHRISTIANFREEDOM.ORG

SYRIA

A JOURNEY OF SUFFERING

“All that live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 2 Timothy 3:12

SYRIAN REFUGEE CHILDREN | Mstyslav Chernov | Wikimedia Creative Commons // CC BY-SA 4.0

In 2012, the Syrian civil
war forced Yusef, his wife,
their two daughters and
their son (Faruq) to flee
their Christian town into
neighboring Damascus.
This family lost their home,
jobs and possessions.
Shortly afterward
their son (Faruq) was
kidnapped by ISIS which
has brought extreme
grief and pain. Yusef
said, “We have nothing
but…the fellowship

of the believers.”
“This fellowship of
encouragement is great
for me and my family and
I know they are praying
for me.”
For the Christians that
remain in Syria (the
Remnant) they report
there is still a lot of
suffering, a lot of agony,
but the good thing is, we
are seeing people turning
to GOD. Basically the

suffering is boxing people
in to see their only hope
is through the gospel. We
are seeing a lot of people
turning to Christ. We
even see a high number
of radical Islamists who
are in Syria seeing hope
in Jesus Christ. We pray
the Lord will equip the
church, disciple those
new believers so they will
have strong roots in the
gospel. Before the war,
the Syrian church prayed

for revival in their nation.
The war is how GOD
answered the prayers
of the church. GOD
allowed this evil in Syria
to spread the Syrian
people all over the world
so the church around
the world can step into
action and reach out to
Syrians and spread the
gospel. The church needs
to look at refugees as an
opportunity to reach the
lost of the world.

SOURCE: VOICE OF THE MARTYRS 2016 | WWW.PERSECUTION.COM

TURKEY

A STORY OF HOPE

JESUS INFILTRATES THE ENEMY:
ISIS ENCOUNTERS JESUS
www.christianheadlines.com

Ghassan Thomas, former
pastor of the Christian
and Missionary Alliance
in Iraq, and his family fled
Baghdad after years of
ongoing persecution and
recent death threats from
ISIS. Pastor Thomas joined
other refugees in Turkey

where he quickly started
a church to serve fellow
refugees.
An ISIS spy, known as
Mohammed was sent
to Turkey on a mission
by his commanders.
Mohammad had

previously committed
brutal acts of violence
for the Islamic State. He
had executed those who
refused to convert to
Islam and believed that
Allah required him to kill
all infidels. However,
once Mohammed began

observing Pastor Thomas
and his church, he began
to have a change of
heart. “I saw the people,
how they welcomed me
and they don’t know
me,” he marveled. “And
I hate those people and
they show me love.”

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12
SOURCE: CHRISTIAN TODAY | WWW.CHRISTIANTODAY.COM

A CALL TO ACTION:
You live here in the surrounding communities of Central Virginia BUT you can have an impact in Iraq and Syria
or create change in Turkey. You can do this from your own home and church. Pray and write small notes of
encouragement.

WHAT CAN I DO? WHAT ARE WE CALLED TO DO?
 First, pray for your
community and
neighbors that do not
know Jesus, pray for a
Holy Spirit led revival in
our nation and confess
the sins of our nation.
Continue to pray for the
people of Orlando and
West Virginia that have
suffered loss. Then…
 Pray for the safety of
persecuted believers who
have been forced from
their homes, yet remain in
war torn areas in Iraq and
Syria.
 Pray for strength and
endurance as Christians
(our brothers and sisters in
Christ) suffer persecution
and for the church to
continue to grow in spite
of the persecution.”

 Pray for God to provide
all their needs and that
persecuted Christians
will continue to focus on
God’s mighty power and
Sovereignty.
 Pray for the Christian
refugees in Turkey and
Pastor Thomas and the
Christian church. Pray for
many families affected
by the recent terrorist
attack in Istanbul, Turkey
that has claimed many
lives and for the gospel
of Jesus to reach into the
darkness of this part of
the world.
 Praise God for the
salvation of the ISIS
militant who attended
Pastor Thomas’ church.
Continue to pray for the
salvation of the enemy.

“Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With
this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.”
Ephesians 6:18
Voice of the Martyrs Prayer Card

PRAYER CARDS:

Cards are available at CrossPoint for individuals or small groups to write notes of
encouragement letting believers around the world know you are praying for them and
their families who are in prison and suffering for Christ.

MEET THE GLOBAL OUTLOOK NEWSLETTER TEAM!
God has brought
together Jennifer Farney
from CrossPoint Altavista
and Kelly Davis from
CrossPoint Lynchburg to
serve the local body of
Christ in sharing how you
can serve the persecuted
church around the
world from your own
home. Jennifer and
Kelly both have cross
cultural experiences and
backgrounds along with
a passion and burden for
the Persecuted Church
and Christian Refugees.
Jennifer is a Registered
Nurse and Kelly is a
Graphic Designer. They
both serve in the local
body at CP and have
served overseas in
various countries. Kelly
also serves with Christian
Freedom International
and she has adopted
brothers and sisters from
Myanmar (formerly
Burma) from the Karen
people group. Jennifer
and Kelly desire to see
unity among believers

locally, nationally and
globally. They would
love to share their
experiences with others
in the local body at CP
and their prayer is that
the local body at CP will
develop a prayer culture
and lift up prayers for
local communities, our
nation and the world.
Their hope and desire is
that the local body at
CP will be empowered
by the newsletter and
join the spiritual battle
and fight the good fight
through prayer. Prayer
is one of the core values
at CP and one of the
discipleship life shapes
(Hexagon-The Lord’s
Prayer). Finally, as CP
seeks to send out its own
people who are called
to go to the nations we
pray that CP as a body
will develop a mission’s
mindset and lifestyle;
come along side those
God is calling to various
parts of the world and
cover them in prayer.

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.” Matthew 6:9-13

- JENNIFER AND KELLY

